Residents of the Rose Schnitzer Manor visiting the

Schnitzer Collection on NW Yeon Ave, Portland.




Valentine Celebrations

The Purim Shpiel 2026/5786 is called
JOY GEVALT!

This year we start in the heart and speak truth to power!
Lots of solo and group parts.
No experience required. Let the joy begin!

Rehearsals will be Thursday afternoons and Monday evenings.
Contact Cathy Z. at ext. 4038 to get involved and/or ask questions.

Purim is March 2™ & 3",
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The Meaning and Story of Purim

The hero of the Purim story is Esther, whose name shares a root with
/ "moanistar, hidden. When Esther enters the palace of Achashverosh, on
Mordechai’s advice, she hides her Jewishness. It’s a lie of omission. She just...
doesn’t mention that part of who she is. Until, of course, the time comes when
the only way she can save her community is to come out as a Jew and hope that
Achashverosh’s attachment to her will extend far enough to save her people
too. Esther’s willingness to stop hiding saves the day.

Purim affirms Esther’s stand against “official” silencing, abuse of power, mi-
sogyny and anti-Semitism. At first an outsider, Queen Esther used her insider
power to reveal and thwart official hatred that threatened Jewish life and safe-
ty. On Purim we have the opportunity to celebrate one woman’s courageous
cunning to right grievous wrongs within corrupt systems. We get to honor the
archetype of heroic women who stand against hatred throughout time.

There’s another figure in the Purim story who’s hidden, and that’s God. God
doesn’t appear in The Book of Esther at all -- at least not overtly. God’s name is
never mentioned. But our mystics tell us that God isn’t absent; only ,anoa
hidden. In our lives, too, divine presence may be hidden. But if we search for di-
vinity, we can experience God everywhere: not just in the spaces that look holy,
like Shabbat services, but also in mundane everyday spaces that might appear
secular like every encounter we have with each other.

The Esther story reminds us that there’s a time for hiding, and a time for re-
vealing. May we continually keep learning more deeply who we are and who
we’re becoming. May we be safe -- physically, emotionally, intellectually, spirit-
ually -- when we veil and when we unveil, this Purim and always.

- Adapted from Rabbi Barenblatt

Beauty Salon 4020 for appointments Stern Household (503) 595-7367
Doctor Rides 4217 for appointments Tonkin Household (971) 717-7187
Exercise Room 3rd Floor Barde Household (971) 717-7190
Library/ Computer Room >nd Floor Holzman Household (971) 717-7157
Art Studio 2nd Floor Front Desk 24hr (503) 535-4300

Stop N’ Shop Monday - Thursday, 2:00 - 3:30pm



